The town of Leicester has for a good many years enjoyed an unenviable notoriety for the high mortality of its inhabitants from diarrhoea.
The disease, besides being prevalent in certain limited districts of the town, has also coincided with other well-defined conditions?e. g., high summer temperature, poverty and feebleness of constitution in those attacked, and so on. It is obvious that when for a long period, of nearly forty years, a disease has been prevalent in one place, and always under like conditions, there must be certain more or less uniform causes at work in the production of it, and those causes, being thus localised and indicated by the regularity of the recurring circumstances, ought to be comparatively easy of discovery. Acting on the indications manifested, the medical officer of health for the borough, Dr. Henry Tomkins, B.Sc., has made careful and interesting experiments with the view of determining the part played in the production of the diarrhoea by the air and soil respectively. He was led to examine the air and the soil more especially because the water and food seemed to be excluded as causes by the facts that the water supply of the affected districts was also the water supply of the whole town, and the food commonly used in these districts was similar to that commonly used by the same classes in districts not affected. The 
